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About LAVA 

L ogan Academic Virtual Academy, or LAVA, provides stu-

dents a different program to completing the traditional 

high school curriculum.  Our curriculum is provided through Od-

ysseyware® , with monitoring and assistance provided through 

Logan County teachers.  Students may enroll in the Virtual 

Academy to take courses, study a foreign language, accelerate 

their learning, or to make up credits.  All teachers possess state 

certifications and are well qualified.  Courses meet both state 

and national standards. 

We provide learning experiences for a diverse population of 

students, including gifted and talented, home school, as well as 

at-risk students.  Our primary focus is to provide students an 

alternative environment who cannot or choose not to, attend 

the traditional high school but still wish to earn a Kentucky high 

school diploma.  The students who would benefit from our 

Academy are those who: 

 Want a different learning environment 

 Have a medical condition or physical limitation 

 Want to supplement homeschool or private school 

curriculum 

 Need to work during the day and complete their 

coursework during the evenings 
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LAVA provides students and parents two options for enrollment 

in the Academy: 

LAVA ENHANCED: 

For students wishing to not enroll in the Academy, 

courses may be purchased through tuition ($125 per 

course). 

 

LAVA PREMIUM: 

Students enroll with Logan County Schools and are 

scheduled into Virtual classes.  Because the Academy 

receives funding based on the Average Daily Attendance 

(ADA), the only requirement is a $50 refundable deposit 

per course (maximum of $200 per semester).   

LAVA Enrollment Options 
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Graduation Requirements (High School) 

Content Area # Credits Classes 

English 4 English I 

English II 

English III 

English IV 

Math 4 Algebra I 

Geometry 

Algebra II 

Math Elective 

Science 3 Biology 

Chemistry 

Earth & Space Science 

Social Studies 4 U.S. History 

Economics 

Government & Civics 

Geography 

History & Appreciation of Visual & 

Performing Arts 

1 Art Appreciation 

Health 1/2 Health 

Physical Education 1/2 Physical Education 

Electives 9  

TOTAL  26  
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A  student of LAVA is required to meet face-to-face with the 

LAVA Academic Coach (AC) while enrolled in courses.  Stu-

dents are required to make contact with the AC on a weekly ba-

sis, at a scheduled time. Any student that 

missed the weekly meeting without making 

prior arrangements with the AC will result 

in being counted absent for that week.  

Two unexcused absences (i.e., missing two 

(2) scheduled meetings), will result in the 

student being dismissed from LAVA. 

The purpose of this communication is to 

provide an opportunity for the AC to moni-

tor the student’s progress, answer specific questions regarding 

enrollment in LAVA, or to secure additional resources the stu-

dent feels is necessary to complete his/her coursework.    

To answer any specific questions related to the content or clas-

ses (e.g., assignments, specific course topics, grades, etc.), the 

monitoring teacher for the course will be expected to make con-

tact with the student on a weekly basis as well.  This communi-

cation can be made by text, phone call, or email. 

It is the goal that students enrolled through LAVA remain fo-

cused on completion of their courses..  If during the week, ei-

ther the AC or teacher notices a student is  not making progress 

or seems “stuck,” the AC or teacher may make contact with the 

student on a more frequent basis. 

Student Communication 
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S tudents enrolled in LAVA Premium will be required to have 

a typical student schedule that includes the following con-

tent areas: 

 English 

 Math 

 Science 

 Social Studies 

 2 Electives (1 fall and 1 spring) 

A student may take one (1) additional elective (in either semes-

ter), but students will not be allowed to enroll in more than sev-

en (7) courses per year (fall and spring).  Typical content clas-

ses (i.e., math, science, etc.) are two semester courses.  Stu-

dents will be enrolled in the Semester A class and must suc-

cessfully complete this course before being allowed to enroll in 

Semester B.   

Students may only request a schedule change for an elective 

within the first two (2) weeks of starting a class.  After the two-

week period, the student will be expected to complete the 

course.   

 

Student Schedules 
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Admittance to LAVA requires the parent and student to com-

plete the online application.  Students most likely to benefit 

from LAVA are those that: 

 Are self-motivated, independent learners 

 Are effective at managing their time 

 Have adequate time and opportunities to study 

 Have good keyboarding skills, good written commu-

nication skills, a high reading comprehension level, 

and are knowledgeable in using a computer/

technology 

 Have excellent parental or guardian support 

Acceptance is contingent upon completion of the application, a 

review by the LAVA staff, and a review of your prior completed 

coursework.  All high school level applicants will need to include 

or submit a current transcript or grade reports for all years of 

completed high school credit.  At the discretion of the LAVA 

staff, a placement or competency exam may be required to as-

sess an applicant’s need for remediation, intervention, or accel-

erated programs.  Applicants will be required to select the most 

appropriate method of enrollment that best meets the student’s 

educational and financial needs:  Enhanced or Premium (see 

page 5 for additional information). 

Eligibility and Enrollment 
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S tudents may voluntarily withdraw from LAVA if: (1) done 

before the class is started; or (2) within two weeks of start-

ing the class.  Within this time, a refund for the class will be 

issued.  However, no refunds will be issued after the two-week 

period.  When a student starts a class, the progress moves 

from “Not Started” to “In Progress”.  The two-week window be-

gins once the status of a class becomes “In Progress”. 

If a student withdraws from a class and is only enrolled in four 

(4) or fewer classes, the student will be required to take an ad-

ditional elective.  All students must be enrolled in a minimum of 

five (5) or six (6) classes per semester (refer to page 8 for addi-

tional information). 

A student may involuntarily withdrawn from LAVA without re-

fund for any of the following reasons: 

 Allowing others to complete their work or any form 

of dishonesty/cheating 

 Inappropriate use of the online program (e.g., inap-

propriate language in discussion questions) 

 Failure to make weekly contact with the Academic 

Coach or class instructor (unless prior arrange-

ments have been made and are documented) 

 Failure to access the program (i.e., little to no activi-

ty) for a period of 14-days 

 Not completing the course(s) within the designated 

required period of time 

 Not adhering to the expectations outlined in the 

LAVA Code of Honor 

 

Withdrawal from LAVA 
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T he following expectations will be adhered and closely mon-

itored for strict compliance. 

 Prior to beginning the first class, parents and stu-

dents will be required to read and sign the LAVA  

Code of Honor 

 Payment of the refundable deposit are made before 

classes will be available 

 Student usernames and/or passwords will not be 

shared by any other individual 

 Students will have completed each course within 

the 18-week period 

 A one-time extension (per class) shall be 

granted up to two-weeks (total of up to 20 

weeks to complete the course) 

 You are expected to communicated this to 

your Academic Coach and class teacher(s) 

 Students are expected to maintain weekly face-to-

face contact with the Academic Coach. 

 Failure to maintain scheduled appointment, 

without prior notification, will result in unex-

cused absence for the remainder of that 

week 

 Mid-term and final exams must be scheduled on-

campus and will only be administered within the 

presence of a test proctor, unless extenuating cir-

cumstances exist to prevent the student from travel-

ing to the campus 

 It is expected students will, at minimum, access and 

Student Expectations 
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work on each class on a daily basis. 

 Due dates are automatically generated for 

each course.  Pay careful attention to these 

dates and when assignments are scheduled 

to be completed 

 Each day, activity logs are generated for 

each student’s schedule and the amount of 

time spent on assignments. 

 Students are expected to complete, at mini-

mum, all activities (e.g., lesson, pre-test, 

discussion board questions, online home-

work, etc.) scheduled for that day (check 

the due dates) 

 While attendance is not taken for classes, 

your lack of progress or failure to complete 

the per-day minimum requirement shall 

constitute an unexcused absence for the 

class and/or day.  

 If you should become sick and are unable to 

access the online courses, a doctor’s note 

must be submitted.  Upon approval by the 

Director of Pupil Personnel (DPP), you shall 

be granted one additional day as indicated 

by the doctor to complete your assign-

ments.  Parent notes will not be accepted. 

 Late work not subject to automatic grading by the 

online program (e.g., discussion board questions 

with the teacher, dropbox activities and/or assign-

ments) will only be accepted at the discretion of the 

teacher and may be subject to a late penalty 

Student Expectations (continued) 
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 Students having difficulty with a particular subject, 

must make contact with the teacher via email or 

phone call, during times outlined by the teacher. 

 Students are responsible for good behavior on the 

Odysseyware network, just as if you are in a tradi-

tional school setting 

 Since LAVA takes integrity and authenticity of stu-

dent work very seriously, students are expected to 

produce original work, produced by themselves and 

submitted as if their own.  It is unethical to cut, 

copy, or plagiarize internet content.   Copying, know-

ingly allowing others to copy from you, and/or mis-

using Internet content could result in removal from 

LAVA without refund. 

 Maintain reliable means of communication with 

your Academic Coach (AC) and teachers.  This may 

include cell/home phone,  a working email account, 

or the ability to text.  It is the responsibility of the 

student to contact both the teachers and the AC 

should phone number or email addresses change.  

Having the weekly contact with the student is a re-

quirement for the program, and ultimately the suc-

cess of students participating in LAVA. 

Student Expectations (continued) 
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W ith LAVA being a student-paced learning environment, 

there are certain requirements students shall expect 

from LAVA: 

 Assignments will be graded by the teacher within a 

7-day period 

 Teachers will provide each student with detailed 

contact information, including phone numbers, of-

fice hours, email address(es) and other pertinent 

contact information 

 Progress reports and/or grade cards will be distrib-

uted in conjunction with the high school schedule 

and will be mailed to the parent(s) 

 LAVA will provide accommodations and/or modifica-

tions as outlined by the student’s Individualized 

Learning Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan, should the student 

have either one 

 LAVA shall maintain each students’ confidentiality 

as outlined by the Family Educational Rights and 

Privacy Act (FERPA).  Any questions or concerns 

with this should be directed to Dr. Barry W. Goley, 

Director of Pupil Personnel 

LAVA Expectations 
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G rading for LAVA will follow the grading scales for Logan 

County Schools: 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (grades 6-8) 
 

  A   94 — 100 

  B   85 —    93 

  C   78 —    84 

  D   70 —    77 

  F   69 or below 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL (grades 9-12) 
 

  A   90 — 100 

  B   80 —    89 

  C   70 —    79 

  D   60 —    69 

  F   59 or below 

 

 

T he purpose of Final Exams is to assist in validating that 

students have demonstrated mastery of key course con-

cepts and standards.  The final exam, unto itself, is not the sole 

determiner of student achievement; however, students are re-

quired to take and successfully pass a final exam in all LAVA 

courses.  Likewise, some courses require a student to complete 

a mid-term exam. 

 

In order to maintain the integrity of all LAVA grades, all students 

must take a mid-term and/or final exam on campus of Logan 

County Schools, in the presence of a proctor.  The exam will be 

completed on-line through Odysseyware Learning Environment 

and will be made available once the student attends his or her 

scheduled test time. 

Grading & Final Exam Policy 
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I n order to get the best educational experience offered 

through LAVA, students should adhere to the following 

guidelines: 

1. Students should print or obtain a copy of the Stu-

dent Online Manual, available with all course mate-

rials.  This provides a quick reference guide to some 

of the language and symbols Odysseyware uses to 

communicate with students on their progress.  You 

may request a copy be mailed to you by request 

from the LAVA staff. 

2. Most courses have a syllabus that students should 

carefully read and make note of the course objec-

tives before actually starting the course.  Knowing 

the course objectives provides students with a 

“road map” of where they are headed as they com-

plete the courses. 

3. Students must have access to their own computer 

via the public library, home, or a friend’s or rela-

tive’s home.   Students may use either Microsoft 

Internet Explorer or Mozilla Firefox browsers, and 

must have the latest version of Adobe Acrobat in-

stalled.  For additional specific technology require-

ments, please see page 18. 

4. Typically, most courses require basic supplies, such 

as pens and pencils, highlighters, notebooks, and 

folders.  While not entirely required, students may 

wish to use these materials to make notes, keep 

printed documents filed, or to highlight specific ma-

terials printed from Odysseyware. 

5. Students must have a printer (ink jet or laser), print-

er paper, and printer ink/toner cartridges.  Not hav-

ing these materials is not excuse to completing the 

LAVA Course Information 
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courses. 

6. While LAVA is designed to be accessible from any 

computer at any time, students are required to 

meet the minimum daily requirements of logging 

into each course on a daily basis.  Some assign-

ment or task must be completed daily for each 

course, as a student would do in a traditional school 

setting.  This may include reading a unit, completing 

a tutorial, submitting a Mastery Test, or any other 

part of the course curriculum.  All access time is 

recorded, which includes a students log-in date, 

times, length of access, and what was completed in 

the program. 

7. Unless otherwise noted in the course syllabus, all 

courses must be completed within an 18-week time 

period (36-weeks for a two-semester course).  Ex-

tensions will only be granted for a two-week period 

by written request of the student.  Additional time 

will not be granted beyond the 20-weeks.  If a stu-

dent does not complete the course by the end of the 

18–week time period (or 20-week, if an extension 

was granted), the student will not receive a final 

grade and will not receive a refund.  The student 

may only re-enroll in the course the following semes-

ter with the $50 payment and complete the missing 

assignments in order to remove the “Incomplete”. 

LAVA Course Information (continued) 
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Odysseyware works with either the latest Windows or Macin-

tosh (Apple) computers.  Some courses are accessible with an 

iPhone or iPad.  Contact your Academic Coach for information 

on which courses are available for mobile devices. 

Likewise, all students will require the following: 

 

 

 Hard disk space 

 Mouse 

 Keyboard 

 Monitor 

 Sound card and speakers/headphones for audio 

enabled courseware 

 Printer (optional, but beneficial in printing assign-

ments for off-line completion) 

Technology Requirements 

Operating System 
Windows XP, Vista, 7 or 8 

Macintosh OS 10.6.X, 10.7.X, 10.8.X 

Processor Speed/

Memory 

1 GHz processor or faster with 1 GB RAM 

Intel-based Mac with 1 GB RAM 

Internet Connection 
Best with DSL, fiber optic, or cable modem 

with a minimum of 128 Kbps  

Web Browser 

Internet Explorer 9, or 10 

Firefox 18 or above 

Chrome 23 or above 

Safari 6.x or above 

Additional Software 

or Plug-ins Required 

for Courses 

Adobe Flash (Version 11 or higher) 

Adobe Reader (Version 9 or higher) 
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I nternet access if required by all students enrolled in LAVA, 

but access must be used in a responsible, safe, efficient, 

ethical, and legal manner.  With expanded access to electronic 

information, availability of inappropriate materials is not uncom-

mon.  Some sites contain illegal, defamatory, inaccurate, or of-

fensive information.  Although it is impossible to control such 

misuses, particularly while at home, Logan County Schools be-

lieves that with responsible use, the benefits of the Internet as 

an educational tool outweigh the negatives.  We especially ap-

preciate partnering with parents to teach responsible Internet 

use. 

 

Please review the following LAVA “Netiquette” guide and tech-

nology expectations: 

 

 Students are responsible for good behavior on the 

Odysseyware software, communicating with the 

teacher or staff, and on discussion board postings.  

No obscene, vulgar, offensive, threatening or disre-

spectful language 

 

 LAVA takes integrity and authenticity of student 

work very seriously.  Do not cut, copy, or plagiarize 

Internet content or the work of others online.  LAVA 

staff do utilize technology to check for authenticity.  

Any form of plagiarizing could result in dismissal 

from the LAVA program 

 

 Security is a high priority.  Do not share or give out 

your username and/or password information.  Do 

not allow another person to log-in as you. 

 

 Protect your password. Keep it secret from every-

one, except parents.  Do not give out your password 

through email and LAVA staff will never ask for your 

password.  Should someone email or call you posing 

Internet & Program “Netiquette” Policy 
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as a LAVA staff person and requesting your pass-

word information, do 

not give it to them.  LA-

VA will never request 

your password infor-

mat ion,  espec ia l l y 

through email or texting 

 

 Inappropriate texting/

messaging is prohibit-

ed.  If you have request-

ed LAVA teachers to 

conduct weekly contact via texting, please keep the 

messages related to your coursework.  No photo-

graphs or videos may be sent via texting 

 

 Logan County Schools dress code policy for on-

campus visits (e.g., exam proctoring, scheduled in a 

campus class not offered through LAVA) is enforced 

for LAVA students 

 

 LAVA assumes no responsibility for any phone, In-

ternet connectivity or text/messaging charges 

 

 Please read the Internet Usage Policy in the District 

Student Handbook, found on the District’s website 

 

 

Internet & Program “Netiquette” Policy (continued) 
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I t is essential that student performance is regularly assessed.  

LAVA uses the following types of assessments to determine 

students’ skill level, to evaluate performance, develop educa-

tional plans, and to develop a permanent school record. 

Assessments within the Curriculum 

As an individual progresses through a course, students will en-

gage in several types of formative and summative evaluations: 

 

 Lessons:  Includes the actual course activities, in-

cluding all assignments for a particular unit. 

 

 Quiz:  section quizzes to evaluate a student’s under-

standing of a particular lesson 

 

 Test:  modular assessments covering material from 

all lessons within a specific module or unit. 

 

 Projects:  student-created examples that extend a 

student’s learning and knowledge on a particular 

topic.  This may include labs, writing assignments, 

or questions to complete.  

 

 

 

Assignments & Assessments 
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Assessments outside the Curriculum 

The following assessments are provided in the presence of a 

proctor.  These exams must be scheduled with the LAVA staff 

and taken on school campus, unless other arrangements have 

been made. 

 

 Semester Exams:  an assessment through a semes-

ter class covering material taught up to that point 

 

 Final Exam:  substantial end-of-semester assess-

ments that provide students, teachers, and parents 

with more comprehensive information about a stu-

dent’s understanding of the instructional materials 

 

 End-of-Course Exam (EOC):  a State-mandated ex-

am taken by students upon completion of one of 

the following courses: Biology, English II, Algebra II, 

and U.S. History.  This is a requirement of these 

four courses and cannot be modified or exempt. 

 

 

Assessments (continued) 
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S tudents residing in the Logan County School District 

boundaries may return to traditional school at any time.  

Any coursework completed up to the point of return will be 

transferred to the school in which the student is enrolling.   

 

Students enrolled in 

LAVA from other 

school districts must 

contact their residing 

district to determine 

the best means of re-

turning to the public 

school setting.  Records may be requested by the new attending 

school and will be released through Infinite Campus. 

 

If a student withdraws from LAVA to a home school setting, par-

ents must submit the appropriate documentation as outlined in 

Kentucky Revised Statutes.  This includes, but not limited to, 

superintendent notification of intent to homeschool, establish-

ment of school calendar, record of scholarship reports and pupil 

attendance, and open to inspection by the Director of Pupil Per-

sonnel of the local school district.  

 

Return to Traditional School 



Phone: 270.726.2436 

Fax: 270.726.8892 

 

Logan County Schools 

2222 Bowling Green Rd 

Russellville, KY  42276 

 

Logan Academy of Virtual Academics 


